
the question style, which closely follows 
those from the 2016 SATs so children aren’t 
rattled when it comes to the real thing. 
These carefully crafted questions steadily 
progress skills and promote a more profound 
understanding of a text. 

Reading Detectives also goes to  
great lengths in explaining how the answers 
have been derived and the sorts of skills 
children need to apply, so they aren’t 
left high and dry. Teaching assessment 
sections provide the answers with insightful 
commentaries of the standard expected, 
linked to content domains with extension 
notes too. These are like a detective’s 
investigation notes and are superb for 
identifying, making links, reading between 
the lines and making predictions. 

The book resource comes with a 
CD-Rom that contains editable word �les, 
or the resource can be downloaded digitally. 
It may feel a bit pricey but is actually great 
value because it helps children understand 
the modus operandi of tests and adopt a 
reading sleuth mentality so they can sni� 
out meanings, track down clues and go 
undercover to unearth evidence and unfold 
intentions. Perfect for guided and paired 
reading, the resource also comes with 
a close reading chart to act as a reading 
prompt and crutch.

Inference and deduction are high pro�le 
skills that need explicit training. Children 
don’t just pick them up by magic or with 
age. Finding and solving clues are complex 
investigative skills that need practising. To 
help, KeenKite has produced resources to 
help children isolate each essential skill, with 
the aim of being comprehension test ready. 
Resources are currently available for Y5-6, 
with Y3-4 and 1-2 following later this year.

Teachers are engaged in a never-ending 
search for texts that capture the imagination 
of children. This is central to engendering 
their willingness to re�ect, a prerequisite to 
reading and inference. Overly challenging 
texts can be counter-productive and a 
limited range of texts can fail to stimulate. 
Reading Detectives manages to avoid 
these pitfalls by o�ering a rich selection 
of 15 quality texts that are demanding but 
still achievable. They stretch from science 
�ction such as Oddiputs  by Nicholas Fisk 
to Jamila Gavin’s fairytale The Purple Lady . 
Sandwiched in between are examples of 
autobiographies, poetry, play scripts, classic 
literature, non-�ction, legends, traditional 
tales and historical �ction. 

Reading Detectives presents these 
extracts on no more than a couple of sides 
of A4, followed by up to ten questions per 
text. Considerable thought has gone into 

R E V I E W S

Prepare children for the most challenging parts 
of the reading test with comprehension activities 
focusing on inference and deduction
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A T  A  G L A N C E

L I T E R A C Y

 

�O Promotes active reading and zero 
tolerance for inconsistency
�O Helps children self-monitor 
their comprehension and repair 
misunderstandings 
�O Widens vocabulary and increases 
reading stamina
�O Encourages self-confidence and a 
can-do attitude

From £55 (+VAT), 0844 844 1352, keenkite.co.uk

Reading 
Detectives

����Enables children to discern, 
discover and distinguish 
����Helps children to  
‘reason backwards’
����Boosts knowledge and 
understanding of genres and  
literary traditions
����Hones detection skills and 
develops automaticity

You are looking to help familiarise 
children with the high demand of 
questions in the end of KS reading 
tests and activate their inner sleuth.
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